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    In 1908, the African-American cowboy 

George McJunkin discovered an archaeological 

site near Folsom, New Mexico containing the 

remains of extinct giant bison. Recognizing the 

significance of the discovery, he left the site 

undisturbed and alerted archaeologists. In 1927, 

archaeologists Harold Cook and Jesse Figgins 

discovered a distinct form of fluted projectile 

point at the site, now known as a Folsom point, 

in direct association with the giant bison, which 

went extinct at the end of the last Ice Age. This 

discovery indicated that the New World had 

been inhabited since at least 9000 BC, which 

was about 7000 years earlier than previously 

accepted. In the following decade, a new type of 

fluted projectile point was discovered. These 

points were best documented between 1932 and 

1937 at a site near Clovis, New Mexico, and thus 

came to be known as Clovis points. Clovis was 

found to predate Folsom within what became 

known as the “Paleoindian Period.” Since the 

discovery of Folsom and Clovis, many sites have 

been identified as “pre-Clovis.” Debates 

regarding their authenticity and antiquity, 

however, have been highly contentious. 

 

    This year’s symposium is on the Peopling of 

the Americas, which addresses the highly 

controversial question of when people first 

arrived in the New World. It also addresses 

related research questions, however, such as: 

Was there a single or were there multiple 

migrations into the New World during the last Ice 

Age? From where did these people come? Why 

did they come? How did they get here? Once they 

arrived, what was the process whereby they 

populated the New World? In this daylong 

symposium, six renowned scholars will present 

new research and perspectives on these research 

questions, which are among the most important 

in pre-Columbian studies today. 

Participants1 

 

James Adovasio 

Florida Atlantic University 
 

Jon Erlandson 

University of Oregon 
 

Kelly Graf 

Texas A & M University 
 

David Kilby 

Texas State University 
 

David J. Meltzer 

Southern Methodist University 
 

Jennifer A. Raff 

University of Kansas 

 

PROGRAM 

 8:15 a.m. REGISTRATION, Morning Refreshments 

 9:00 a.m. WELCOME AND OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 9:15 a.m. The Pleistocene Peopling of the Americas: Are We Finally Arriving at Some Answers?..David Meltzer2 

 10:15 a.m. BREAK 

 10:45 a.m. Ice Age Artifact Caches in North America and Beyond ......................................................... David Kilby 

 11:35 a.m. North to Alaska: Peopling of the Americas from the Perspective of Northeast Asian and 

    Beringian Archaeology .........................................................................................................Kelly Graf 

 12:25 p.m. LUNCH 

 1:45 p.m. Coast to Coast: The Kelp Highway Hypothesis and the Peopling of the Americas ............ Jon Erlandson 

 2:35 p.m. What Does Genetics Tell Us about the Early Prehistory of the Americas? .......................... Jennifer Raff 

 3:25 p.m. BREAK 

 3:50 p.m. Perishables and Paleoindians Redux: The Role of Nondurable Technology 

    in the Colonization of the Americas ............................................................................ James Adovasio 

 4:40 p.m. BOOK-DRAWING BREAK 

 5:00 p.m. Panel Discussion .................................................................................................................... All Speakers 

6:00–9:00 p.m. RECEPTION at TEAISM .................................................................................. (optional; additional fee)

                                                           
1 The Pre-Columbian Society of Washington, D. C., reserves the right to substitute symposium participants in the event of unexpected cancellations. 
2 After his talk, Dr. Meltzer will be our host and moderator. 



The Peopling of the Americas: Recent Research and Perspectives 

 

For more information, including last-minute updates, please visit www.pcswdc.org 

  

LOCATION:  U. S. Navy Memorial & Naval Heritage Center 

701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 
(Between 7th and 9th Streets) 

DATE: September 15, 2018 

  9:00 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. 

METRO STOP: Archives/Navy Memorial Station 

  on the Green or Yellow Line 

PARKING: Check www.pcswdc.org two weeks before 

 event for parking locations & prices 

TO REGISTER EARLY FOR THE SYMPOSIUM: You can register online or by mail by Friday, September 7th. To 

register online, visit www.pcswdc.org. To register by mail, complete the information on the opposite page and send it with 

your payment to the address on the bottom of that page. Registrations must be postmarked by September 7th. Confirmation 

of your early registration will be provided by mail. Walk-ins are always welcome. 

EARLY REGISTRATION PRICES: Enter the number of tickets in the appropriate membership category on the opposite 

page (Member, Nonmember, Student). Please check the mailing label on this brochure for your membership category and 

expiration date. 

❖ PCSWDC MEMBER TICKET ($90)—This discounted ticket price applies to Individual or Household members whose 

membership at the time of registration is current on the day of the symposium, September 15, 2018. Only Society members 

may enjoy this price, and you may use this form to either join the PCSWDC or renew your membership. 

❖ NONMEMBER TICKET ($120)—This discounted ticket price applies to people who are not members of the Pre‐

Columbian Society as of the day of the symposium. 

❖ STUDENT TICKET ($25)—This discounted ticket price applies to people who are enrolled in an accredited academic 

program on the day of the symposium. Students must be prepared to show a copy of valid student ID when registering. 

EARLY REGISTRATION CLOSES ON SEPTEMBER 7, 2018. YOU ARE WELCOME TO REGISTER AT 
THE DOOR ON THE DAY OF THE SYMPOSIUM, WHEN AN ADDITIONAL $15 WILL BE CHARGED. 

RECEPTION TICKETS ($36): To join speakers at Teaism, 400 8th St., N.W., from 6–9 p.m., for conversation and a buffet 

dinner (cash bar; choices available for vegetarians and the health conscious), enter the number of tickets in the appropriate 

space on the opposite page. You need not attend the symposium to attend the reception. Make your reservations early; the 

number of reception tickets is limited. 

PCSWDC MEMBERSHIP: To join the Society or renew your current membership as an Individual or Household member, 

indicate your selection on the appropriate line on the opposite page. Members receive the Society’s monthly newsletters and 

e-lerts.3 

NEWSLETTER-ONLY SUBSCRIPTIONS: If you do not wish to join the Society but want to receive an annual 

subscription to The Smoking Mirror AND you reside 100 or more miles outside the Washington, D.C., area, enter the 

appropriate amount in the space on the opposite page (note that subscribers outside the U.S. will receive newsletters as PDFs 

via email). 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS: The Pre-Columbian Society of Washington, D.C., is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your 

donations are not only very much appreciated but tax deductible. Please indicate your donation in the appropriate space on 

the opposite page. 

T-SHIRT ORDERS: This year’s T-shirt features one of two drawings of fluted projectile points—Clovis or Folsom. The 

shirt is a soft olive green color made of 100% cotton with white images and black outline and lettering. See the illustration on 

the back of this form. A colored version can be seen on our website (www.pcswdc.org). Enter the number of T-shirts by size 

and type that you are ordering on the opposite page. Orders must be postmarked before September 1st.4 

PAYMENTS: Register and pay online at www.pcswdc.org,5 or complete the form on the opposite page and mail with a check 

made payable to the “Pre-Columbian Society of Washington, D.C.” No refunds will be offered after September 7th, 2018.

                                                           
3 Renewals and new membership requests received by August 1 will receive the September issue of the monthly newsletter, The Smoking Mirror. 
4 If you are not picking up your order at the symposium, add $7 per t-shirt for postage and handling. 
5 Online and early registration ends Friday, September 7th, 2018. Registrations postmarked after that date will be subject to an additional $15. 

http://www.pcswdc.org/
http://www.pcswdc.org/
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REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.PCSWDC.ORG 

a one-day symposium sponsored by 

THE PRE-COLUMBIAN SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

at the U.S. Navy Memorial & Naval Heritage Center 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 

NAME(S) __________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Please print name(s) as you wish it (them) to appear on your name tag(s) 

ADDRESS _________________________________CITY ___________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ______________  

 

TELEPHONE DAY _______________________________________ EVENING ________________________________________  

 

 EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________  

 If you (re)join the Society your monthly e-lerts will be sent to this address. 
 

 

 

SYMPOSIUM EARLY REGISTRATION 

 PCSWDC MEMBERS # ___________  at $90* EACH $ ___________________  
*Early registration ends September 7th. 

Registration at the door will be an NONMEMBERS # ___________  at $120* EACH $ ___________________  

additional $15. 

 STUDENTS # ___________  at $25* EACH $ ___________________  
 

 

 

RECEPTION TICKETS  # ___________  at $36 EACH $ ___________________  
 

 

 

PCSWDC MEMBERSHIP INDIVIDUAL # ___________  at $35 EACH $ ___________________  

Membership benefits include monthly  

newsletters and e-lerts. HOUSEHOLD # ___________  at $50 EACH $ ___________________  
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBCRIPTION   ____________ $20   $ ___________________  

Newsletter subscribers must reside 100 or more miles outside the Washington, D.C., area. Non-U.S. addresses will receive PDF 

format only. 
 

 

 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

Receipts for tax purposes will be supplied for gifts of $100 or more. $ ___________________  
 

 

 

T-SHIRT ORDER 

 Clovis #_______ S,  _____ M,  ______ L,  _____ XL,  ______ XXL at $20 EACH $ ___________________  

 

 Folsom #_______ S,  _____ M,  ______ L,  _____ XL,  ______ XXL at $20 EACH $ ___________________  

 If you are NOT picking up your T-shirt order at the symposium,  

 check this box and add $7 for postage and handling.      $7  = $ ___________________  
 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ___________________  

 

MAIL CHECK TO The Pre-Columbian Society of Washington, D.C. 

Registration Coordinator 

240 M St SW Apt. E-314 

Washington, DC 20024-3625 



 

 

      

The images to the right 

depict the Clovis and the 

Folsom point T-shirts. 

The drawings are 

adapted from Stephen 

Plog’s book Ancient 

Peoples of the Americas 

(Figure 30). 

  

T-shirts are 100% 

cotton, soft olive green 

in color with white 

images and black 

lettering. The shirts 

come in five sizes. See 

registration form for 

details on how to order. 

 Clovis Folsom  
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The Peopling of the Americas: Recent Research and Perspectives 

 
a one-day symposium sponsored by 

THE PRE-COLUMBIAN SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 

Conveniently located at the U.S. Navy Memorial & Naval Heritage Center 

Downtown Washington, D.C.: 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., between 7th and 9th Streets 

(next to the Archives/Navy Memorial Station on Metro’s Green and Yellow lines) 

 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

9:00 a.m.–5:45 p.m. 

 

 


